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CAPE FEAR RIVER WATCH BOOSTS ANTI-GENX PETITION 
  

Wilmington, N.C.—Cape Fear River Watch, alongside Clean Cape Fear and the NC 

Conservation Network, has launched a petition demanding Chemours/DuPont/Kuraray take 

action to offset its decades-long pollution of the Cape Fear River. This petition reflects growing 

local concern and is a first step in taking action against Chemours and local and state 

lawmakers. Numerous signatures demonstrate to officials that Cape Fear residents won’t 

tolerate corporate chemical dumping. 
 

  

Cape Fear River Watch water quality activist and riverkeeper Kemp Burdette stated, “The 

company that has willfully discharged chemicals they knew were toxic into the drinking water 

supply for hundreds of thousands of North Carolinians, for nearly forty years, needs to 

understand that this is not acceptable behavior. Industry cannot take shortcuts on waste 

management at the expense of public health and the environment.”  

 

Since 1980, Chemours, a subsidiary of DuPont, has been using GenX as an alternative to the 

chemical C8 in in the production of vinyl ether. According to Clean Cape Fear, GenX is “a very 

close cousin to PFOA [perfluorooctanoic acid] and PFOS [perfluorooctanesulfonate],” including 

the chemical C8. The EPA has warned that PFOS and PFOA toxins can cause illnesses in 

humans, including cancer, liver effects, auto-immune effects, thyroid effects, and developmental 

effects in unborn babies. Due to the lack of studies on GenX (also known as C6), there is no 

way to tell whether this chemical can produce the same effects as C8 and other PFOS and 

PFOA toxins. 
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Pending legal action against Chemours, DuPont and Kuraray, the Cape Fear River Watch has 

partnered with the NC Conservation Network and Clean Cape Fear to create a petition with 

multiple goals. It demands that Chemours and other involved entities permanently cease 

discharging hazardous chemicals into the river. It also demands that Chemours et al. pay for: 

 

● ongoing water quality testing for affected residents for two years, 

● an independently appointed panel to weigh in on the risks of GenX and other Cape Fear 

contaminants, 

● health monitoring for residents, 

● system upgrades to public water utilities, and 

● free drinking water for affected residents until the water no longer contains 

contaminants. 

  

Signing the petition helps the community prevent the discharge of chemicals into the Cape Fear 

River. Signers can stay involved by attending the community meetings and public forums hosted 

by the Cape Fear River Watch, and by taking part in the discussions. They can also inform 

others, in person or on social media, about the chemical discharges as a way to stay involved. 

Overall, staying in touch with the Cape Fear River Watch is the most important factor in 

stopping and rectifying water pollution in the Cape Fear. The best way to stay in touch with 

Cape Fear River Watch is through their weekly newsletter. 
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