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CUCALORUS CONNECT OBSERVES VETERANS DAY BY OFFERING DISCOUNTED PASSES 
  
Wilmington, N.C.—In observance of Veterans Day weekend, Cucalorus Connect will offer a two-day pass 
to veterans for $35, a discount from the original $60 price tag. Cucalorus Festival, formerly Cucalorus Film 
Festival, is an internationally recognized and acclaimed event with film, stage and entrepreneurship and 
technology components. Thousands of people will attend the festival, which takes place Nov. 8-12, 2017 
at CFCC Union Station. Cucalorus Connect is the technology, innovation and entrepreneurship conference 
component of Cucalorus, taking place Nov. 9-10 in the same location. 
  
“This offer to veterans reflects their important past, present and future participation in the expansion of 
Wilmington’s traded-sector economy,” says Tom Looney, the Connect Executive Board President for 2017. 
 
To claim their discounted passes, veterans should stop by the Cucalorus Box Office at CFCC Union Station 
or contact Cucalorus's communications director, Becca Ederer, at comm@cucalorus.org. They should 
prepare to show military ID.  
 
Of special interest to veterans is the VETRACONx panel on Thursday, Nov. 9, at 1:45 p.m. VETRACONx is a 
series of TED-style talks followed by a panel discussion from a panel of local military entrepreneurs, or 
“vetrepreneurs.” Panelists will openly discuss the ecosystem, challenges, and opportunities of being a 
vetrepreneur in Wilmington. Panelists include Andrew Williams of Elite Innovations LLC (USMC Veteran), 
Darek Huckbody of Battle House (US Army veteran), Siobhan Norris of the UNCW Department of Military 
Affairs (US Army veteran) and Adam Colter of Belligerent Beard (USMC veteran).   
  
Of vetrepreneurs, Looney says, “Our veterans served for all of us and made sacrifices for our county. They 
also have valuable skills in areas that we see growing demand for in this economy. They are disciplined, 
precise and determined. They understand scale and ‘mission-critical.’”  
 
Led by Tom Looney in its third year, Connect explores digital transformation through 3 primary tracks: 
digital industrial, digital enterprise and digital consumer. Local companies, regional thought leaders and 
presenters from across the U.S. will discuss emerging trends in tech, media, social entrepreneurship and 
industry. Military veterans can now attend all of Connect’s panels, keynotes, lunches and networking 
parties at a highly discounted rate. 
  
“We made an offer to UNCW graduate student veterans, and it makes sense to extend this ‘Veterans Day 
Free’ offer to the whole Wilmington military community,” Looney says. The idea to discount the passes 
for veterans came to Looney from Jim Roberts, a “tireless evangelist” for innovation and entrepreneurship 
in Wilmington and across the state.  
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